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Dear Don: 
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J.9f" NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

This is in response to your letter of January 23, 1969. It is 
encouraging to see the progress you are making in defining the 
needs of civil agencies for satellite photography. I certainly con
cur in the participation of the Naval Oceanographic Office person
nel on your Marine Sciences Working Group. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander H. Flax 
Director 

Dr. Donald H. Steininger 
Chairman, ARGO Steering Committee 
Executive Office of the President 
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)Pf N~TIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 

THE NRO STAFF January 29, 1969 

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. FLAX 

SUBJECT: Naval Oceanographic Office Participation in an ARGO 
Subcommittee 

Problem: 

To determine the desirability of Naval Oceanographic Office 
participation in an ARGO Subcommittee. 

Background: 

Don Steininger has a group working on Phase IV of the ARGO 
plan. This is the phase in which ARGO moves from "Look what is 
available to us '' to "What do we really need? 11 

Present Status: 

Don has written a letter to you (see Tab A) requesting your con
currence in having representatives of the Naval Oceanographic Office 
advise Phase IV ARGO on the applicability of satellite photography to 
the marine sciences. Specifically, he would like to have 

~---~ 

~------~and his people give advice and support to our working 
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group. 11 

Discussion: 

The immediate question which comes to mind is, "Why is Don 
asking DNRO approval of this kind of support? 11 It turns out that the 
Navy -- and Don -- have felt that the restrictions imposed on service 
representatives in the earth-sensing area are substantially more 
severe than is actually the case. I have explained to Don that the 
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restrictions to supporting other organizations are directed specifically 
toward NASA. In addition, even if the restrictions were applied to 
ARGO (and they are not), your letter of May 15 to Dr. Seamans (Tab B) 
is very liberal and specifically approves the investigation of "how 
imagery derived from overhead sensors can be used to determine in
formation of scientific interest about the oceans and waters of the 
world •.. " 

Don still feels he wants and needs your coordination. 

Recommendation: 

That you sign the attached letter to Don, concurring in Navy 
participation in ARGO IV. 

PAULE. WORTHMAN 
Colonel, USAF 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

WASHINGTON 

January 23, 1969 

Dear Dr. Flax: 

HANDL:E' V~ 
TALENT-KEYHOLE 

COl\1~·· 

TCS No. 36, 961 /69 

This dpcument consists of ..L jl\~ 
No. 1-.J)f -6..Coples, Serles 

As you know, the purpose of the "ARGO Steering Committee" is 
to help the civilian agencies identify ways in which they might use 
products from the classified satellites and to make those interests 
known to COMIREX. Some of the possibilities were suggested 
in last year 1s ARGO report and these we are trying to define more 
fully. However, the ARGO members feel that the ARGO report 
did not do justice to possibilities related to Marine Sciences and 
the Committee is proposing to have a subgroup investigate this 
area more fully. The working group would be chaired by~---~ 
~----~of the Marine Sciences Council and be composed of 
the people on the attached list, all of whom have T /KH clearances. 
We would like to take advantage of the experience and competence 
of the Naval Oceanographic Office by having 

~-----------~ 

~-~ 

and his people give advice and technical support to our working 
group. I have received preliminary agreement to this arrangement 
from your staff and the Naval Oceanographic Office and if you find 
it acceptable, the working group will plan its first meeting for 
January 31. 

I have attached a description of the Working Group's scope of work. 

Sincerely, 

Donald H. Steiningerfi 
y '-t:..~__,__,___~L--.,. 

Chairman, ARGO St' ering Committee 
Enclosures 

a/s (TCS No. 36,991 /68, Cy Z, Ser. D) 

Dr. Alexander H. Flax 
Assistant Secretary for Research & Development 
Department of the Air Force 
Washington, D. C. 20330 
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ARGO WORKING GROUP ON MARINE SCIENCES 

Chairman 
National Council on Marine Resources 

& Engineering Development 

U. S. Geological Survey 

National Council on Marine Resources 
& Engineering Development 

James S. Jordan 
Department of Transportation 

J. Robert Porter, Jr. 
National Aeronautics & Space Administration 

Defense Intelligence Agency 

U. S. Coast Guard 

Coast & Geodetic Surve_y 

U. S. Naval Oceanographic Office 
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ARGO Working Group on Marine Sciences 

This document consists of .l_ pages 
No • ...;z,._of ~Copies, Series ../2. _ 

The Working Group is requested to identify by April 15, 1969, the 
current and future opportunities for using the classified satellite 
program for meeting specific civilian agency requirements in the 
marine sciences (e.g. , ice observation; coastal delineation, chart
ing, and mapping; harbor and port surveys; oceanography) and to 
prepare recommendations concerning: 

a. "Specific agency requirements that can most effectively 
be met by the classified satellite program. 

b. Agency and interagency arrangements for developing 
and submitting requee:ts for specific satellite 
missions. 

c. Processing and distributing results of satellite obser:
vations to end users. 

In accomplishing the foregoing, the Working Group should: 

a. Evaluate and supplement the marine sciences sections 
of the ARGO report, taking into account the comments 

-- prepared by the Naval Oceanographic Office. 

b. Identify tho.se requirements that can most effectively 
be met by use of the classified satellite program, 
including consideration of possibilities of sanitiza
tion and· declassification of selected data. 

c~ Describe agency plans for clearing personnel and 
developing facilities to process and distribute resu~ts 
of classified satellite observations to end users. 
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Dr. llax/~/76990/15 May 67 r-:------. ' 
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' ' . 
T~o Gttnchad ter.ns of refarenco fo~ Navy support 

of NASA in Ocennography rozultcd fro~ discuoaiorul 
between Dr. St::oiningcr of Dr. H:01.-nis' a o.ffica .and· 
· rep:a:Qsant.e.tivea of l:C\S.\ mld tho: n~vy. 

Tho to~ of :ref'crenco have been. x-cviow<tld by 
.tho .nppropriata authorities in DOU includinz Dr. Fo.rJtoJ:. 
and Dr. FroGCh. · Wo hav·e. m.::tda only minor cl:ulnaes in 
the wording of·trua origin&l draft, and considar that 
the '1ttachc4 document u:.eeto the re<;uir~enta of DOI> ,, ' 
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If thoGQ terms of refc~cnca arc ac~eptable to 
NASA, they sbould provido a solid l>Asia on which 1:asA 
and tho Nav;y can proceed widl u.uti:nlly qrtiied p~ozx~ · · 
1D · the · fi.GW: of \icQDJM)grapby • ._ 

Att.o.c~sut ( C) . . . 
9"?orco of Reference fo-e 
t:av-; Support of NASA.". 

Dr. Romig 
Dr. Foster 
Dr. iroach 

', •' \\ I 

; ;,·• j' 
'', •'. .. .. . . 

~\lcxander H. Fl.ms:. 
Assis-tan~ Secra.tar,
aesearch and JA\valopme.uc · 
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E'.OR 1'lA\r:t SrrPl~(i1lT CF NAS!\ .,_ ...... , ............... .. . ; i . 

Scopa of l:1.'\lyv Qce:s.no7..r;Ir.1bic Office Chnrte"t" in ~u""1.port o~ !'AS~ ·, . .',: < · :· 
L .. I 4 .....-.. .. 118 w U au l .. - ;ta t;.g 4 ~- , , •./ .( ~ ; 

To invQotie;nte h0"'4 i~:;o:::y <;io~lvud f1:~ oval:'hcu:.d sanQO'ra 
c,ui ~ used to d.cta;..~ne iu.fo:...1.:W.ticr.a ,of' acia.."ltific intot'Q~~ 

,. 

• ··1 

..:1001.J~ t.ha O\:cans .snd \ri,'.flt-ers of the li.'>'Orlalt .includi,.nz chc : ;: · ·· 
/; '.1_'. ••• '. '" 

®fin1tioo. of np.:N:tral ;~giof.1.11 of puticu~ uoefu~a c4 · · · • 
tho t~ni~G fc»: ~rotation in tho.GO X'3gi~. : ,: }°{ ·.• _r .. 

ln pu~~ru:a of this objectivc.
11 

tho Officg · · :':·i,:_ :.· 
·;• . J . ·, 

'i,' i II . 

1. V...lly conduct in h.ouso or contr.s:a.tuul ritu<lioa :md \ . · .. · ,: ·. ··, : 
. ~rlCQ.1ts ralo.tin,s to tho interpr~t:ation of tl.10 ir...ilt~ 1 

· · • · • , •. · , 

-dimwd fro:a ovo.rhead deviees bi.ie !;-£--.S. to siZosor deed.~, · ··1
1
/:.\·· .: i 

the tt~~lvit7 of th~ at.wspuarra 11 nor tho c,cmpa.ruon. · . . ·· ·, · 1 

of aAtolllt:ct. w. aircraft as a r.oda of illlS&a collectiO?; . ·.· >:· ):', l 
2. May con.duet: or pn-rtic:1p-atin ua aircraft .cx:podm£Jota ..... 

in. ~ppOJ:t. of it" inv'ilstis~; 
; -;/:> 

_ 3.. ?-t1.y aszcss the va.lw.l of CJq:,Gtrl~t:s to ho ~f-d ~ - :•. · . , 
in utalli ~s in GUPiO~t of its inwstigatioM 4Uld ma.1 . < :. 

· '. p~d.cipatc in th.a cvaluatita1 of tho pi-odl.u:1: of ~sa.t . , . .. · 
exponments; ' 

· 4. }tay E..~t ~ticipato in tlv.:l dovalopma.ct o~ Chi 
spac:eernft. ~ts n~ in tbs actual oparAtiou. of 
DpQCecrAf t ~xpa~t.a • 

. : : Tho 'Jf!JJ.v<J td.11 limit: its statements to dicmJ.1rniaos Qf 
! .: ':/~;. . ... · non-military use!ulno~a of -th$ i~so:y 11:G~lf .c4'.d ..r.Lll uo.; 

>; l: >~. ~~ :; ~~..!:~i:<;;c:.,:.;~:.i u:~=;~~~~> 
_·.·:·;·/'.( ~ors._ 

. -:; r 

Tl)a NASA l'l.lll licit· its &cu.ssion$ of tb.ci N.Qvy1.; 

~tivitie~· in .n. -similar_ l>NlY• 

· Nd.th~ &\SA ~or tha :Na'Vj will. 
_.a;criba tdli tary u~fulilesa . .to 

£mqeq·~· ;,:CONtB)E~TlAL ·. ··,T .. 
. . . . . •, ~ 
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